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detail with detail, it could be perfect for you and your own life. The night was in flight, however, and he had a lot to do before it swooped straight into morning..Celestina

looked out a kitchen window and saw Agnes in the Lampion driveway, where the three-vehicle caravan was assembled. She was loading her station wagon..Wally switched

off the engine and killed the headlights. "Home, where the heart is.".Pecan cakes, cinnamon custard pies boxed in insulated coolers, gifts wrapped with bright paper and

glittery ribbons. Agnes Lampion made deliveries to those friends who were on her list of the needful, but also to friends who were blessed with plenty. The sight of each

beloved face, each embrace, each kiss, each smile, each cheerfully spoken "Merry Christmas" at every stop fortified her heart for the sad task awaiting her when all gifts

were given..Fear clotted in Junior's veins, and he stood like an impacted embolism in the busy flow of pedestrians, certain that he himself would at any moment succumb to

a stroke..Friday night, he slept more soundly than he'd slept since coming home from the pharmacy to discover Joshua Nunn and the paramedic in solemn silence at Perri's

bedside. He didn't dream of trekking across a wasteland, neither salt flats nor snow-whipped plains of ice, and when he woke in the morning, he felt rested in body, mind,

and soul..To Edom, humanity was obviously not the greater of these two destructive forces. Men and women were part of nature, not above it, and their evil was, therefore,

just one more example of nature's malignant intent. They had stopped debating this issue years ago, however, neither man conceding any credibility to the other's

dogma.."Vomiting. I'm told it was an exceptionally violent emetic episode." "He spewed like a fire hose," Vanadium said matter-of-factly..With that thought, he made himself

laugh. Unfortunately, his laughter was high-pitched and shaky, and it scared the hell out of him..He was nearly forty years old, and a life spent fearing nature could not be

turned easily into a romance with her. Some nights he still stared at the ceiling, unable to sleep, waiting for the Big One, and he avoided walks on the shore in respect of

deadly tsunamis. From time to time, he visited his brother's grave and sat on the grass by the headstone, reciting aloud the gruesome details of deadly storms and

catastrophic geological events, but he found that he had also absorbed from Jacob some of the statistics related to serial killers and to the disastrous failures of manmade

structures and machines. These visits were pleasantly nostalgic. But he always came with roses, too, and brought news of Barty, Angel, and other members of the family.

When Paul sold his house to move in with Agnes, Tom Vanadium settled into Jacob's former apartment, now a fully retired cop but not yet ready to return to a life of the

cloth. He assumed the management chores of the family's expanding community work, and he oversaw the establishment of a tax-advantaged charitable foundation. Agnes

provided a list of fine-sounding and self-effacing names for this organization, but a majority vote rejected all her suggestions and, in spite of her embarrassment, settled on

Pie Lady Services..He went in a pretense of blindness, gripping Angel's arm, but he missed nothing, and etched every detail in his memory, against the need of them in the

coming dark.."It was... the only dream that mattered," Joey said. "You ... loving me. It was a good life because of you.".Junior was impressed and delighted by her clever

assumption of it strictly professional voice and demeanor, which convincingly masked her intense desire. Sweet Victoria was a worthy coconspirator..Sparky Vox-with less

training in theology and philosophy than his guest, but with a spiritual insight that any overeducated Jesuit would have to admire, even if grudgingly-had settled Vanadium's

uneasy conscience. "The problem with movies and books is they make evil look glamorous, exciting, when it's no such thing. It's boring and it's depressing and it's stupid.

Criminals are all after cheap thrills and easy money, and when they get them, all they want is more of the same, over and over. They're shallow, empty, boring people who

couldn't give you five minutes of interesting conversation if you had the piss-poor luck to be at a party full of them. Maybe some can be monkey-clever some of the time, but

they aren't hardly ever smart. God must surely want us to laugh at these fools, because if we don't laugh at 'em, then one way or another, we give 'em respect. If you don't

mock a bastard like Cain, if you fear him too much or even if you just look at him in an all-solemn sort of way, then you're paying him more respect than I ever intend to.

Another glass of wine?".Junior Cain felt as if his heart had been lanced by a needle so thin that the muscle still contracted rhythmically but painfully around it. She did? She.

. . she wrote that?"."Tame him or bury him," said Losen, and turned to more important matters..Agnes remained mystified by this talk, but a week before, in the rain-swept

cemetery, she had learned there was substance to it..When he reported for a physical and a reassessment of his draft classification, on Wednesday, December 15, he left

the insert in his hitching shoe; however, he limped like old Walter Brennan, the actor, hitching around the ranch in The Real McCoys..Sheena Hackachak, at forty-four, was

more beautiful than any current movie star. She looked twenty years younger than her true age, and she so resembled her late daughter that Junior felt a rush of erotic

nostalgia at the sight of her.."I don't stumble. Not much, anyway." To the girl, Bartholomew said, "Angel, are you okay?".Because Harrison, with the best of intentions, had

not wanted to open wounds, Cain could walk up to Celestina anywhere, anytime, and she wouldn't know that he might have been her sister's rapist. To her, his face was

that of any stranger..He realized that like so many women, Seraphim wanted it, asked for it-yet had no place in her self-image to accommodate the truth that she was

sexually aggressive. She wanted to think of herself as shy, demure, virginal, as innocent as a minister's daughter ought to be which meant that to get what she wanted, she

required Junior to be a brute. He was happy to oblige..Maybe he went a little crazy then. He wouldn't deny a brief, transient madness..Nothing he had learned about the

supernatural had led him closer to a belief in ghosts and in all that ghosts implied. His faith still reposed entirely in Enoch Cain Jr., and he refused to make room on his altar

for anyone or anything other than himself."You'll do better away from the ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's working the old mines at Samory, round the mountain.

There you'd be out of his way. Work for him you must, if you want to stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If you'll go.".Junior didn't know much about guns. He didn't

approve of them; he had never owned one..The physician saw the look and understood it. A blush pinked his long, pale face. "Celestina, you're quite beautiful, and I'm sure

you've learned to be wary of men, but I swear that my intentions are entirely honorable."."Sure they do," said Wally as he unlocked the two deadbolts. "But you gotta be

twenty-one years old to get a license for one.".The birthmarked man identified himself as Detective Thomas Vanadium. He did not use the familiar, diminutive form of his

name, as had the doctor, and his voice was as uninflected as his face was flat and homely..He exploded off Renee with the velocity of high-powered rifle fire. Stunned,

disgusted, humiliated, he backed away from the chaise lounge, spluttering, wiping at his mouth, cursing..At home again, in the safety of the family, Barty collapsed in
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exhaustion from the sustained effort to see with eyes that he didn't possess. Abed for ten days, feverish, afflicted with vertigo and migraine headaches, nauseated, he lost

eight pounds before his recovery was complete..He stood at a window, staring down into the street, his profile to her, and in his silence he searched for the words to

describe the "something extraordinary" that he had mentioned earlier..For the next few days, they would eat all their meals in the suite. Most likely, Cain had left San

Francisco. And even if the killer hadn't fled, this was a big city, where a chance encounter with him was unlikely. Yet having, assumed the role of guardian, Tom Vanadium

had a zero tolerance for risk, because the inimitable Mr. Cain had proved himself to be a master of the unlikely..Junior stepped back and squeezed off two shots, aiming for

the lock. One round tore a chunk out of the jamb, but the other cracked through the door, shattering more than wood, and the brass knob wobbled and almost fell out..The

man's voice echoed hollowly in Junior's ears, as if coming from the far end of a tunnel. Or from the terminus of a death-row hallway, on the long walk between the last meal

and the execution chamber..He no longer had any reason to follow an exercise regimen. For twenty-three years, he'd needed to maintain good health in order to meet his

responsibilities, but all the responsibilities that mattered to him had been lifted from his shoulders..As the nurse slapped a bar of lye soap in Celestina's right hand, she

turned on the water in the sink..Admittedly, she had allowed herself to be disturbed by the fall of the cards, too. According them any credibility at all opened the door to full

belief..He still had work to do here. Properly disposing of Thomas Vanadium, however, was the most urgent piece of business..As usual, Vanadium had spoken in a

monotone, putting no special emphasis on those two words. Yet Junior sensed that the detective harbored doubts about the explanation of the girl's death..After a silent

moment of surprise, Nork or Knacker, or Hisscus, said, "Your sentiment is understandable, Mr. Cain, but it's customary in these matters--".Murmuring reassurances,

Celestina put a hand on the girl's head and smoothed her brow, her hair, until the sour dream was sweetened by the touch..Turning his patched eyes in the general

direction of his mother, Barty said, "Oops.".On he went, up he went, trunk to limb, limb to branch, branch to limb, to limb, to trunk. Hand over hand up the vertical parts,

gripping with his knees, then standing and walking like a tightrope artist along limbs horizontal to the ground, swinging over empty air and stepping from one woody walkway

to another, ever upward toward the highest bower, dwindling as though he were growing younger during the ascent, becoming a smaller and smaller boy. Forty feet, fifty

feet, already far higher than the house, striving toward the green citadel at the summit..Cypresses lined the entry drive to the cemetery. Tall and solemn, the trees kept

guard, as though posted to prevent restless spirits from roaming out into the land of the living..Another small pane of glass burst. A dismaying crack of wood. His back to

her, the maniac raged at the window with the snarling ferocity of a caged beast.."Sometimes it's sad here, Mommy. But it's not sad every place you are. Lots of places,

Daddy's with you and me, and we're happier, and everything's okay."."I ALWAYS EAT CAV-EE-JAR FOR BREAKFAST," said Velveeta Cheese in her stuffed-bear

voice..Fully clothed, she lay atop the bedspread. She intended to listen to a little classical music before brushing her teeth..."What aren't you telling us?" her mother

pressed, intuiting the existence of a larger story, if not the amazing nature of it..Nothing in his reading offered a satisfactory explanation for what had been happening to him.

None of the women filled the hole in his heart, and all of the Bartholomews were harmless. Only the needlepoint offered any satisfaction, but though Junior was proud of his

craftsmanship, he knew that a grown man couldn't find fulfillment in stitchery alone..In his right hand again, the real gun, loaded with ten hollow-point rounds, felt charged

with supernatural power: to Bartholomew as a crucifix to Dracula, as holy water to a demon, as kryptonite to Superman.."-and whenever the good Pharaoh was here in San

Francisco, a few times each year, he always stopped by St. Anselmo's to entertain the boys--".The operator attempted to calm him, but he remained hysterical. Between

gasps and sharp squeals of pretended pain, he shakily rattled off his name, address, and phone number..As she struggled to cope with her loss, the last thing Agnes

needed was the reminder posed by that empty chair. Maria's intentions were good, however, and Agnes didn't want to hurt her feelings..With a tenderness that surprises

and moves Celestina, the tall nurse closes the dead girl's eyes. She opens a fresh, clean sheet and places it over the body, from the feet up, covering the precious face last

of all..On January 3, 1968, Paul was fewer than 250 miles from Spruce Hills, Oregon. He wasn't aware of that town's proximity, however, and he didn't, at the time, have it

as his destination..Nothing in life was risk free, so he hesitated only a moment: at the foot of the porch steps before climbing them and knocking on the door..A sudden

strange weakness, a formless dread, dropped Agnes out of her crouch and onto her knees beside the boy..Perhaps hoping to discover which runaway freight train or

exploding factory would smear him across the landscape, Jacob pushed aside his dessert plate and shuffled each deck separately, then shuffled them together until they

were well mixed. He stacked them in front of Maria..Agnes discovered, from her research, that among child prodigies, Barty was not a wonder of wonders. Some math

whizzes were absorbed by algebra and even by geometry before their third birthdays. Jascha Heifetz, became an accomplished violinist at three, and by six, he played the

concertos of Mendelssohn and Tchaikovsky; Ida Haendel performed them when she was five..In the end, the reason for the walking was the walking itself. Walking gave

him something to do, a needed purpose. Motion equaled meaning. Movement became a medicine for melancholy, a preventive for madness..To the growing pile of ruin, she

added one of Joey's cardigan sweaters, after popping loose one bone button and almost completely detaching a sewn-on patch pocket. A pair of knockabout khaki pants:

quickly clip open the seat seam; cut the corner of' the wallet pocket, then rip it with both hands; snip loose some stitching and half detach the cuff on the left leg..Hope, on

many wings, hovered all around the physician, but he was afraid to let it roost..His mother tried to explain. "It's as if you'd found some great jewel," she said, "and what's one

of us to do with a diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy it from you is strong enough to kill you for it. Keep it hid. And keep away from great people and their

crafty men!".Tom didn't attribute supernatural powers to this killer. Enoch Cain was mortal, not all-seeing and all-knowing. Evil and stupidity often go together, however, and

arrogance is the offspring of their marriage, as Tom had earlier told Celestina. An arrogant man, not half as smart as he thinks, with no sense of right and wrong, with no

capacity for remorse, can sometimes be so breathtakingly reckless that, ironically, his recklessness becomes his greatest strength. Because he is capable of anything, of

taking risks that mere madmen wouldn't consider, his adversaries can never predict his actions, and surprise serves him well. If he also possesses animal cunning, a kind of

deep intuitional shrewdness, he can react quickly to the negative consequences of his recklessness and can indeed appear to be more than human..As Junior stood at

Seraphim's grave, his breath smoked from him in the still night air, as though he were a dragon..He did not look at the battered face. Dare to meet those shuttered eyes,

and they might spring open, full of blood and fix him with a crucifying stare.."I get peed off, and I miss some things terrible. But I'm not sad. And you've got to not be sad,

either, 'cause it spoils everything.".Tom Vanadium merely arched one eyebrow, as if to say that more than a single answer ought to be obvious..When all were gathered on
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the porch, lined up across the head of the steps and along the railing, in chill damp air that smelled faintly of ozone and less faintly of jasmine, Barty said, "Mr. Vanadium,

your quarter trick is really cool. But here's something out of Heinlein."."If you ranted at him about earthquakes, tornadoes, erupting volcanoes, and all that stuff, how could

he mistake you for me?".Having gotten the new roof for them at cost, Agnes subsequently put together donations from a dozen individuals and one church group to cover all

but two hundred dollars of the outlay..The way one does research into nonexistent history is to tell the story and find out what happened. I believe this isn't very different

from what historians of the so-called real world do. Even if we are present at some historic event, do we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until we can tell it as a

story? And for events in times or places outside our own experience, we have nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in

memory, which is a form of imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing reality is entirely up to us, dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it

drop from memory, only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it to tell a story we want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it

loses its reality, becomes a fake. To bring the past along with us through time in the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people

march along with the baggage wagons..Even above the piston-knock of her heart and the bellows-wheeze of her breath, Celestina heard wood crack, a small pane of glass

explode, and metal torque with a squeal. The creep was going to get away..I'm not the first to observe that much of what quantum mechanics reveals about the nature of

reality is uncannily compatible with faith, specifically with the concept of a created universe. Several fine physicists have written about this before me. As far as I am aware,

however, the notion that human relationships reflect quantum mechanics is fresh with this book: Every human life is intricately connected to every other on a level as

profound as the subatomic level in the physical world; underlying every apparent chaos is strange order; and "spooky effects at a distance," as the quantum-savvy put it, are

as easily observed in human society as in atomic, molecular, and other physical systems. In this story, Tom Vanadium must simplify and condense complex aspects of

quantum mechanics into a few sentences in a single chapter, because although he isn't aware that he's a fictional character, he is obliged to be entertaining. I hope that any

physicists reading this will have mercy on him.."I know Edom and Jacob have been a burden," said Vinnie, "you having to be responsible for them-".By dawn, when the

intestinal paroxysms finally passed, this bold new man of adventure felt as flat and limp as road kill..Applying his intelligence now, he employed simple meditation

techniques to calm himself and to slow his heartbeat. The cop was trying to rattle him into making a mistake, but calm men did not incriminate themselves..He couldn't

easily refuse the assignment. Later that year, President Lyndon Johnson, with strong backing from both the Democratic and the Republican Parties, was expected to sign

the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and currently it was dangerous for clearheaded believers in the primacy of self to express their healthy instincts, which might be mistakenly

perceived as racial prejudice. He could be fired..Agnes Lampion would enthrall them, for hers was a life of clear significance. That they seemed equally interested in Paul's

story, however, surprised him. Perhaps they were merely being kind, and yet with apparent fascination, they drew out of him so many details of his long walks, of the places

he had been and the reasons why, of his life with Perri..Sudden rain spared her the need to finish the sentence. A few fat drops drew both their faces to the sky, and even

as they rose to their feet, this brief light paradiddle of sprinkles gave way to a serious drumming..With a shiver, Kathleen said, "We'd like to know more about why we did the

things we did for you. Why the quarters? Why the song?".Surprised, Tom leaned in his chair to look more directly at the blind boy. On the telephone, Celestina had

mentioned only that Barty was a prodigy, which didn't quite explain the aptness of the oak-tree metaphor..to believe that any man with such a hard gut slung over his belt,

with a bull neck.During the day and then following a dinner break, the Hackachaks persisted. The hospital had never witnessed such a spectacle. Shifts changed, and new

nurses came to attend to Junior in greater numbers than necessary, using any excuse to get a glimpse of the freak show..Using a false name, claiming that he was an

adoptee, Junior made inquiries with several child-placement organizations, as well as with state and federal agencies. He discovered that Wulfstan's story was true:

Adoption records were sealed by law for the protection of the birth parents, and getting at them was all but impossible..Finished, she gave him a mirror, so he could admire

his new bicuspid cap. After five years of dentistry, paced so as not to tax Nolly's tolerance, Kathleen had done well what nature had done poorly, giving him a perfect bite

and a supernatural smile. This final cap was the last of the reconstruction.."Why do you think he's spending his money for all this tricky stuff?" Kathleen wondered, not for

the first time..Jacob cooked corn bread, cheese-and-parsley omelettes, and crisp home fries with a dash of onion salt..As red as Angel had been for her evening outing, she

was that yellow for retirement to bed in her own home. Two-piece yellow jersey pajamas. Yellow socks. At the girl's request, Celestina had tied a soft yellow bow in her

mass of springy hair..Ferocious pirates, ruthless secret agents, brain-eating aliens from distant galaxies, super criminals hell-bent on ruling the world, bloodthirsty vampires,

face-gnawing werewolves, savage Gestapo thugs, mad scientists, satanic cultists, insane carnival freaks, hate-crazed Ku Klux Klansmen, knife-worshiping thrill killers, and

emotionless robot soldiers from other planets had slashed, stabbed, burned, shot, gouged, torn, clubbed, crushed, stomped, hanged, bitten, eviscerated, beheaded,

poisoned, drowned, radiated, blown up, mangled, mutilated, and tortured uncounted victims in the pulp magazines that Paul had been reading since childhood. Yet not one

scene in those hundreds upon hundreds of issues of colorful tales withered a corner of his soul as did a glimpse of Barty's empty sockets. The sight wasn't in the least gory,

nor even gruesome. Paul cringed and looked away only because this evidence of the boy's loss too pointedly made him think about the terrible vulnerability of the innocent

in the freight-train path of nature, and threatened to tear off the fragile scab on the anguish that he still felt over Perri's death.."What car?" Celestina asked, stopping at the

bottom of the steps and turning to look..Agnes was so weary, her eyes so sore and grainy, that even this soft radiance stung. She almost closed her eyes and gave herself

to sleep again, that little brother of Death, which was now her only solace. What she saw in the lamplight, however, compelled her attention..Although this was perhaps the

happiest evening of Celestina's fife, it wasn't without a note of melancholy. She couldn't avoid thinking about Phimie..Junior lifted the pattie with a fork, found no quarter

under it, and put the meat on one half of the bun. He constructed the sandwich from these fixings, added ketchup and mustard, and took a great, delicious, satisfying

bite..After Bellini left, Tom questioned Celestina extensively, with an emphasis on Phimie's rape. Although the subject was painful, she was grateful for the questions.

Without this distraction, in spite of her well of hope, she might have allowed her imagination to fashion terror after terror, until Wally had died a hundred times over in her

mind..Neither of them was aware that their personal drama, in all its clumsiness and glory, had focused the attention of everyone in the restaurant. The cheer that went up

at Celestina's acceptance of his proposal caused her to start, knocking the ring from Wally's hand as he attempted to slip it on her finger. The ring bounced across the table,
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they both grabbed for it, Wally made the catch, and this time she was properly betrothed, to wild applause and laughter..Koko changed directions with a fantastic pivot turn

and bounded after the girl.
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